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 Flowers 

Bev Lochner  

and  

Carmen Lochner  

Then David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the assem-
bly; David said: "Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of our 
ancestor Israel, forever and ever.  Yours, O LORD, are the 
greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty; 
for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is yours; yours is 
the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all.  
Riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all.  In 
your hand are power and might; and it is in your hand to make 
great and to give strength to all.  And now, our God, we give 
thanks to you and praise your glorious name.  
But who am I, and what is my people, that we 
should be able to make this freewill offering? 
For all things come from you, and of your own 
have we given you.”  (1 Chronicles 29:10-14)  
 
November comes and we have thoughts of 
Thanksgiving.  We expect that the harvest is 
well underway, but unfortunately this year that 
is not the case.  We hope and pray for a dry stretch so the har-
vesting can continue.  Even so, we have much to thank God 
for.   
 
In the reading from First Chronicles, David is blessing and 
praising the LORD.  The people have contributed generously so 
that David’s son Solomon will be able to build the LORD’s 
Temple.  Amidst all this, David remembers just who it is that 
has given the people all that they have, and he acknowledges 
that what they have given to God is simply returning to the 
LORD what he has first given them. 
 

We know this, too.  We offer to God only a portion of what 
he has already given to us.  And, along with that, we also 
give God our thanks and praise.   
 
What are you thankful for?  For me, it is many things.  I am 
thankful for my family and that I have been able to return to 
Michigan from time to time to spend time with my brothers 
– and that they have both been able to visit me here.  I am 
thankful for these two congregations, for the love I see as 

you care for your own members, and as you are 
also concerned for each other’s members. 
 
We often begin our services with words from 
Psalm 118, “This is the day that the LORD has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  Each day 
is a gift from God.  Each day is a reason to give 
God thanks.  But even more than the days them-
selves is the gift of grace that we receive from 

God – that we receive each and every day.  The grace, the 
forgiveness of our sins, the gift of eternal life, the gift of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the biggest and greatest gift 
we will ever receive. 
 
So, as we gather with family and friends this Thanksgiving, 
let us give thanks not only for the visible gifts that we have 
and share, but also for the Salvation that God has blessed us 
with. 
 
    See you in church! 
    Pastor Debra 
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Oct. 19 - Nov. 2 - Lyle & Bev Lochner 
Oct. 26 - Nov. 9 - Michael & Lori Loomis 
Nov. 2 - Nov. 16 - Deane & Jody Nelson 
Nov. 9 - Nov. 23 - Douglas & Carolyn Proehl 
Nov. 16 - Nov. 30 - Roman & Velda Quandt 
Nov. 23 - Dec. 7 - Keith & Kathy Renner 
Nov. 30 - Dec. 14 - John & Mavis Renner 
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Gloria Banks 
PSC 3 
Box 1365 
APO, AE 09021 
 
Dustin Blum  
1349 Forrestwood Circle 
Leesville, LA 71446 
 
Ben Rettmann 
5063 Ulm Avenue 
Stewart, MN 55385 
 
 

Breakfast with the Pastor will be on Thursday, No-
vember 19th at 8:00.  Come and enjoy a great breakfast, 
wonderful conversation, and a short program.  It is al-
ways a fun way to begin the day.   
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November 
9-Rhyan Herrmann 
11- Travis Bussler 
12 – Darla Genz 
22- Yvonne Gehrke 
22- Jennifer (Bulau) Muchow 
25- Amy Rettig 
30 - Stacy Draeger Bipes 
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Kitchen Cleaning Committee –  at our WELCA meet-
ing in September we decided to ask that you do your 
annual duty between now and the November 28th.  
Thank you! 
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Our annual Advent Party  will be 
Sunday, November 29th at 2:00 in 
the afternoon.  Come and enjoy 
entertainment, good food, and fun 
and games.  Watch the bulletin for 
more details as we get closer to 
the event. 
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It’s Foodshelf Month at St. Matthew’s.   Did you know that the 
food shelves receive huge discounts on the food that they are 
able to purchase?  Checks can be written to either McLeod 
County Foodshelf or Sibley County Foodshelf.  We will be col-
lecting your donations of money and food through the 22nd of 
November. 
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Book of Faith daily readings remain mostly in the Old Testament this 
month.  Each day you are given a short reading plus a question that is 
designed either to help you look more deeply at the scripture reading, or 
to help you allow that reading connect with your life.  Open Scripture.  
Join the Conversation. 
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Our Bible readings for children this month  are 
from the Old Testament.  The first is a psalm of 
praise.  Let them pretend that they are playing the 
many instruments that are played in this psalm in 
praise of God.  The second reading tells the story 
of Elisha as God provided for him and for a widow.  
Read to the young ones in your life (or have them 
read to you).  Talk with them about how God is im-
portant to you in your life. 
  Psalm 150   A Psalm of Praise 
  1 Kings 17:1-24  Elisha 
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Do you need an appointment with Pastor Debra?  She is always 
willing to meet with you.  Simply call her to set up an appointment.  
She also often has office hours on Friday afternoons.  Check the 
schedule in the calendar. 
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Reminder – lock the door.   If you are the 
last one out of the church building, please 
be sure to remember to lock the door behind 
you.  And, if you are not the last one leav-
ing, but you do have a key, please be sure 
that someone will be able to lock up. 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
2402 County Road 7 
Stewart, Minnesota 55385 


